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By Fred Hale, President of the TCA

Well, my term as Thornhill President is coming to an-
other close. | would like to say that this past year has per-
sonally been a great year for me, but the overall Thornhill
time commitment has been challenging given my work re-
quirements and a desire to spend more time with my fam-
ily. 1 would be Iying if |
crossed my mind, but | ultimately decided to stick it out in
support of the community (and the other Board members).
I n the end, Il 6m gl ad | sta
pleted and key topics discussed throughout this past year.

TWA

First and foremost, we saw the re-emergence of the
Thornhill TWA along with several annual events and even
a few new ones. Clearly, the TWA is a valuable part of the
Thornhill community and needs to be supported, either
directly by its own members
social budget contributions. The simple fact is the TWA
holds many events that benefit more than just the women
of Thornhill and it deserves our continued financial support.
A big thank you to everyone that volunteers their time to
help and promote the TWA!

POND

I f you didnét catch it i
ponddéds wood retaining wall
more durable stone design. The pathway has been given a
new layer of crushed stone, the previously dredged silt pile
from the pond has been hauled away and rip rap stone has
been added along certain sections of the shoreline to pre-
vent erosion. Certainly, this was the highlight of our fiscal
projects.

n

POOL/PAVILION/PLAY

Recently, the third ceiling fan was installed to the
newly added cross beam at the pavilion and the non-
functioning motion sensors were replaced with newer,
more energy efficient LED units. Also, two additional mo-
tion sensors have been added to the pool deck to help de-
ter any trespassers who might chose to enter the pool area

(Continued on pag8 Presidents' LETTER )

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
OCTOBER
10/13 TWA SocIALO 7:15 P.M. AT, 6713 Charter Hills
10/24 REGULAR MEETING OF THE HOA BoARDO 7:00
P.M. AT ONE BALLANTYNE , BALLANTYNE CORPO-
RATE PARK
10/29 Halloween Carnival 8 Paviliond Time TBA
NOVEMBER
TBA THORNHILL ANNUAL MEETING
11/8 GENERAL ELECTION DAYO 6:30 A.M.0 7:30 P.M.,
dai d ST MATHEHGATHQLC CRURCHS TR, .
VOTING LOCATION ECINCT 44
11/12 PROGRESSIVE DINNERS 6 15 p.M.0 DETAILS TBA
q 2% ] MeFTe o ghe HDARORRS 1400 ¢ o
P.M. AT ALLANT LLANTYNE CORPO-
RATE PARK
DECEMBER
12/17 HoLIDAY CELEBRATIOND PAVILION® DETAILS TBA
LUMIONARIES IN THE EVENING
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE CALENDAR AT:
or partiw@hkhy¥mhiidz.he@ Ugh t he K

HOAO

New neighbors

TERICO AND ABIGAIL VOLPINI
6600 ELMSTONE

FRANK BEUERLE AND GAIL
MCKITTERICK
10728 SumMIT TREE COURT
COLIN FABENY

t ho@niel BraYIPALRER P O T flodhs BA@KCthéEIRSAB
Wa %816 GHRRTERMIEE this year wi
DEREK BULMER
AHMAD SABHA 6720 STANETTE DRIVE

10602 BAck RIDGE ROAD

PETER ROESCH
10801 SummIT TREE

DALIA BALLESTER
6416 HIGH CREEK

t he

a

What 6s | nsi [
President reports on HOA NEWS «:-wxveveeeeennnnn. Page 1
TWA discusses upcoming social events::-«:--..... Page 4
Lawn care tips ............................................. Page 7
Advertising Section «« -« eovvieii Page 8
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http://maps.google.com/maps?rlz=1T4GGHP_enUS425US426&q=15720+John+J.+Delaney+Drive+Charlotte,+NC+28277&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x88569d27abd15db1:0x52a5593f7eb51fd5,15720+John+J+Delaney+Dr,+Charlotte,+NC+28277&gl=us&ei=Zu8hTvKEBej00gGZqpHSAw&sa=X&oi=geocod
http://maps.google.com/maps?rlz=1T4GGHP_enUS425US426&q=15720+John+J.+Delaney+Drive+Charlotte,+NC+28277&um=1&ie=UTF-8&hq=&hnear=0x88569d27abd15db1:0x52a5593f7eb51fd5,15720+John+J+Delaney+Dr,+Charlotte,+NC+28277&gl=us&ei=Zu8hTvKEBej00gGZqpHSAw&sa=X&oi=geocod
http://www.thornhillnc.net

GENERAL INFORMATION

A

CLUBS

THORNHILL BUNKO

This group meets on the third Thursday of the month. Please contact

Gloria Gormish at 704-543-7647 if you are interested in participating.

2011

Board of Directors PLAYGROUPS
Interested in joining a playgroup? Please contact Debbie Kirsch,
(704) 341-0538.

FRED HALE, President
president@thornhillnc.net
704-544-8224

SCOTT BLACK, Vice President
vicepresident@thornhillnc.net
704-540-0214

I IC o = DEADLINE FOR CONTENT AND ADVERTISERS

secretary@thornhillnc.net Winter 2012 Edition
336-314-2425
Friday, December 30, 2011

ALFRED GALLIMORE, Treasurer
treasurer@thornhillnc.net

704-541-2641 THORNHILL REPORTER publishing schedule and rates
BARBARA CRABTREE, Director Editor, pre-press layout, advertising Reporter, including the i
barbaracrabtree @gmail.com sales and printing: Michael Stitt Nei ghborso feature pl
704-248-2692 contact reporter@thornhilinc.net
PUBLISHING SCHEDULE: or the HOA Board.
TODD ATWOOD, Director Volume XVII Issue |, Winter 2012
tatwood@carolina.rr.com The editor reserves the right to change
704-969-9449 Distribution of the next newsletter is publication dates or content deadlines
planned for the week of January 9, without notice
JEFF WILSON, Director 2012.
jwilson02@gsm.uci.edu Article templates can be found at
704-497-7500 If you would like to submit an article or www.thornhillnc.net  under the
photos for any part of the Thornhill TCA > Reporter tabs

ADVERTISING RATES

Non-resident Rates Resident Rates
Size Rate per issue Annual Rate Rate per issue Annual Rate
(4 issues) (25% discount) (50% discount)
SUPERIOR
Association Management, LLC Business card | $25 $75 $18.75 $50
PROPERTY MANAGER Quarter page $100 $300 $75 $200
Half page $150 $450 $112.50 $300
SUPERIOR Full page $200 $600 $150 $400
ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT
Ad rates include posting on the Thornhill website

P.O. Box 2427
Huntersville, NC 28078
(704) 875-7299 71 office

(704) 875-7177 1 fax
www.SuperiorAM.net

Please note that all advertising space is subject to availability and that the
Thornhill Community Association Board of Directors reserves the right to
approve or decline any and all advertisements and advertisers. Direct any
questions to reporter@thornhillnc.net or the HOA Board.
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mailto:reporter@thornhillnc.net
http://www.thornhillnc.net/TCA/ThornhillReporter/tabid/83/Default.aspx
mailto:reporter@thornhillnc.net

THORNHILL COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

(Continued frompagépr esi dent 6s [ ebfter As in the past, Thornhill prefers that the county main-
: : tain a low profile with respect to the preserve, but these
additional items might provide a visual presence that ulti-
mately helps deter unlawful entrance and criminal behav-
ior.
: We 6| | share more on the count
| provided in the coming months. In the meantime, please
| feel free to share any thoughts you might have on this
& topic.

FINANCIALS

Financially, Thornhill continues to be in excellent
| shape. As of August 31, 2011, our operating account bal-
| ance was $124,378.68 and our reserve account balance
was $113,653.88 with a reserve contribution for the third
| quarter of $11,150 approved at the September Board
meeting. Our year-to-date net income as of August 31,
2011 was $46,244 with monthly expenses averaging
around $18,322 per month from Jan-Aug.

New pathway at pond

after dark.
Following a general playground safety inspection, new CLOSING WORDS
mulch was added and some minor safeguarding work was As | contemplate my opening

completed which included adding some stone to fill a gap not easy being a HOA Board volunteer that oversees 486

along a small section of the fence and better anchoring of  individual homes and as many personalities while juggling

the tennis fence to the ground. Also, a recommended play- career and family. But, volunteering for a community, with

ground rules sign is being installed. so many great neighbors for my family to enjoy, has been
Finally, hold-backs were installed at the entrance worth every challenge. | would imagine my fellow 2011

gates to keep them from swinging into the roadway which  Boar d member s woul d agree and

posed a potential hazard to vehicles entering or exiting the  enough for their time as | personally know the sacrifices

lot and several deteriorating cross-ties were replaced they have made at one time or another over the past year
around the lot. for a neighborhood they call home.
LANDSCAPE The following information was shared last year, but is
While the summer was hard on some areas of the worth mentioning again for those that might be new to
common grounds, overall Thornhill fared better than in Thornhill...
past years when drought conditions existed. The land- LOOKING AHEAD TO 2012
scape crews have already started their fall routine which Shortly, a new Board of Directors will be elected at our
includes aerating, over-seeding the lawn and layingdown Annu al Meeting. Therefore, It
fresh pine needles. clude some basic points about our election process and
This year, it seems that we had a higher than normal Bylaws that many homeowners may not know. Please re-

number of trees to remove. It appears that many of them view them and | hope you plan on voting in person or via
mi ght have been weakened byppxgst summer 6s drought
conditions or potentially hit by lightening.

BOARD MEMBERS

BIG ROCK NATURE PRESERVE While the Bylaws allow for anywhere from 3 to 9 Direc-
Recently, the Board met with Mike Campbell, South- tors, the Board has typically been comprised of seven Di-
west Nature Preserves Manager for the Mecklenburg rectors with four positions being designated as Officers

County Park and Recreation Department. Mike wanted to  (President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary). As-
share the countyo6s ideas f osistagtdeasuranand Assistant@gcietary posiiens may t o
the Big Rock Nature Preserve, aka Big Rock Park. The also be established, but generally have not been imple-

county would like to install a small sign (probably 6x4 or mented. These Officer requirements are specified in Article

4x3) designating the area as the Big Rock Nature Preserve 4, Section 1 of our Bylaws.

and a regulatory sign that would state the preservebs ac-
cess and usage rules, etc. Mike would also like to pursue ~ CANDIDATE NOMINATIONS

funding for an educational display about the preserve. He According to Article 3, Section 3 of the Bylaws, Nomi-

will also pursue removing the graffiti from the rocks which ~ nations for election to the Board of Directors shall be made

is a welcome maintenance item that is probably long over- by @ Nominating Committee. Unlike other committees, the

due. (Continuedonpagbpr esi dent 6s [ et er
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womenos
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M AKING ~ FRIENDS 1T MAKING

The Thornhill
ciation has been very busy this
year. We have had so many
fun events with many volun-
teers and participants. We
hope you and your family has

W had a chance to enjoy some of
M these great neighborhood tra-
| ditions.

We have had four months to
award the Yard of the Month.

Dana Switzer, TWA PresidentTh_e following nejghbors re-
ceived the prestigious award;

X June:
Larry Starnes at 6611 Elmstone Dr.
Mike and Ronnie Malecki at 6345 Shining Rock

Rd.
X July:
Sid and Renee Pozinski at 10807 Hastings Mill
Lane
Kathy Alvis at 6147 Park Hill Road
X August:

Al and Marie Yaconetti at 1100 Stonepath Lane

Tim and Marie Hanlin at 10720 Summitt Tree Ct.
X  September

Tom and Barbara Hansbury at 10720 Back Ridge

Rd.

Jeanne Deiger at 6706 Charter Hills Rd.

Congratulations to all of these neighbors for working
hard and taking the time to make their yards beautiful!

On September 29th we enjoyed a very informative so-
cial at the pavilion with a guest speaker. Our speaker
helped us with alternative ways to get a healthful dinner on
the table within 15 minutes. We also learned new ways to
identify snacks kids and adults will want to eat that are
both quick and healthy, and more ways to eat and feed
your family convenience foods during the race from car-
pool and from work to play dates, homework, evening les-
sons and sports. She also talked to us about why good nu-
trition is so important. These tips for making good nutrition
attainable in the time we have is something everyone can
appreciate. Thanks to Michelle Ludwiczak for finding and
organizing our speaker.

We have some exciting events scheduled for the up-
coming fall months for all our Thornhill neighbors. October
1 the fall yard sale will take place. Thanks to Stephanie
Tatum for organizing and advertising our sales.

There is another exciting social scheduled for Thurs-
day October 13th at 7:00.
house, 6713 Charter Hills Rd. We hope to have a huge
turnout. We will have time to socialize and discuss future
events. Please mark your calendars and plan to attend.

Start planning your costumes now for our annual Hal-

A DIFFERENCE /

Waoween drrsval AnsCxtober 29th. Mary Hancock is helping

organize this event and we are looking for many helpers
and many teenage volunteers. Please contact Dana
Switzer at 704-341-5665 if you or your teenager are able to
help. This is a great neighborhood tradition that all kids and
adults are invited to. Please mark your calendars so you
dondét miss it!

Book your babysitters and get ready for the Thornhill
Progressive Dinner. We will have hosts ready and waiting
for all our Thornhill adults to attend. The Progressive Din-
ner will start at 6:15 on November 12th. Look for all the de-
tails in the Thornhill Reporter and more information will be
sent via email.

Saturday, December 17th is a big day in the neighbor-
hood. Mr. and Mrs. Claus will come to visit us and we will
also have a train in the pavilion for the young and old to
take a ride on. Bring your kids, grandkids and anyone else
you can find. The time will be announced on the boards at
the entrances of the neighborhood and also by email.
Pl ease | ook for informati
ies celebration. This is the best tradition of Thornhill and
we really wish to have 100% participation from all
neighbors. It is so beautiful to see all the streets lined with
glowing lights. The luminaries will be lit at dusk on Decem-
ber 17th. If you plan to be out of town please still partici-
pate and ask a neighbor to light them for you.

Without the support of all our neighbors, these events
are not possible. Please be sure you have contributed to
TWA this year. All of our events are contingent upon
Thornhill residentds annual
given your support but would like to, please drop your cash
or check (made out to TWA) at 6901 Wolf Run or 10746
Summitt Tree Ct. If you have any questions about any of
the events or TWA, please contact Dana Switzer at dswit-
zerl3@gmail.com or Kara Azzato at kazzato@gmail.com.
We look forward to all our neighbors in Thornhill. Please let
us know if you have any suggestions or questions or if you
would like to help organize and plan any events.

on

Have a wonderful fall season!

Dana Switzer
dswitzerl3@gmail.com
704-341-5665

New Babies

~ May
We Evd) YN THERESE
SARA AND J.P. KNAPP AND
SISTER LILLIAN

at
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Neighborhood news

(Continued frompagdpr esi dent 6s [ et er
Chairman of the Committee must be a member of the
Board of Directors with 2 or more homeowners volunteer-
ing and whom confirmed by the Board. In years past, the
Nomination Committee has held a Call for Candidates,
conducted a Candidate Survey that is circulated to the
community and in many cases coordinated a Candidate
Forum. The forum provides homeowners a chance to meet
the candidates, hear their ideas and have them answer
guestions that the Nominating Committee has prepared or
fielded from the general membership. While it is preferable
to have homeowners announce their candidacy prior to the
election, candidate nominations are allowed to be made
from the floor and an announcement will be made for floor
nominations during the Annual Meeting.

VOTING MEMBERS

Who can vote? Per our Bylaws, only lot owners of re-
cord are eligible to vote and each lot is allowed one ballot.
The management company maintains a membership list
and will review all election ballots for accuracy. The Meck-
lenburg Property Ownership Land Records Information
System (POLARIS - http://
polaris.mecklenburgcountync.gov) will be used to aid in the
validation. Your name must appear on the lot ownership
records to vote. If you have recently purchased a home in
Thornhill, but POLARIS has not been updated in time for
the election and proof of ownership can't be provided, your
ballot will be provisionally accepted.

PROXIES

Like many communities and corporations, votes can be
cast via proxy. Since many homeowners do not attend the
Annual Meeting in person, proxies are a valuable part of
the process as they ensure that a 10% quorum (or 49 lots)
is present in person or by proxy to conduct the Annual
Meeting.

A proxy is a legal document between two parties, the
proxy grantor and the proxy holder. Unless limited in scope
or duration, the proxy holder is given the rite to vote on
behalf of the proxy grantor in all voting matters of the Asso-
ciation for a period of no more than 11 months from the
date of the proxy. However, a proxy can be revoked, lim-
ited in scope and/or duration or trumped by the proxy gran-
tor by appearing in person to cast his vote or by conveying
a more recent proxy. Proxies also expire upon conveyance
of the lot, death or incompetence.

It worth mentioning that in households with multiple
names on a deed, each can sign a proxy. However, each
lot is entitled to only 1 ballot. Therefore, for these house-
holds, it's important to be aware of who has provided a
proxy as the proxy with the most recent date and time will
be considered valid.

Finally, proxies must be submitted to the Office of the
Secretary 24 hours before the appointed time of the meet-
ing and is void if it is not signed and dated with the prop-
erty address. The only piece of information that may be left
blank is the proxy holder, since it is common for the hame

of the Association President to be the default proxy holder
unless another name is provided. If you are giving your
proxy to another person, please be sure to complete all
required fields.

CUMULATIVE VOTING

At one point, Thornhill did allow for cumulative voting.
This meant that each voting member was given a number
of votes equal to the number of candidates. Voting mem-
bers could then decide to apply a single vote per candidate
or apply all the provided votes to one candidate. This pro-
vision has since been removed from our governing docu-
ments and cumulative voting is not permitted. A single vote
can only be given to a candidate and the total votes cast
must not exceed the total candidate count. If they do, the
ballot will be considered void.

Congratulations to

the Thornhill Swim
Team for a memora-
ble 2011 swim season

By Joanne Paulson, League Rep

The Division 5 swim team started the season with 117
swimmers with ages ranging from 5 to 17. With the water
being a bit frigid in May, the team spent the first week on
land, sweating and stretching with Y instructor,

Kathryn Alongi. The few grueling workouts left the chil-
dren begging to get in the water.

Our daily swim workouts were split into 3 groups and
the
lanes were filled with many tired swimmers.

Our first swim meet against Starclaire was a victory
for Thornhill, and the whirlwind season had only
just begun. The team's 5 & 1 record was a first in Thorn-
hill history.

As much as we are all proud of this 5 & 1 record, the
Tornado swimmers accomplished more than 5 victo-
ries. The children learned proper etiquette, self control,
and good sportsmanship. Your Thornhill swimmers
learned how
to welcome other teams into our great neighborhood, and
treated them with incredible respect.

Once in the water...the competition began, but out of
the water, friendships were made. The season was filled
with laughter, tears, boo-boos, and many relay races!

And, to end the season, the All-Stars swimmers came
home with the championship trophy, making us the
Division V champions for the 2011 season!

On behalf of the coaches and parents, we thank the
Thornhill neighborhood for allowing us to use the pool, to
enrich the lives of your neighborhood children.
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Thornhill

Progressive
Dinner

November 12 th

Please join us for a fantastic evening of food, friends, and laughs in a
culinary journey through the neighborhood.

RSVP by November 1 st to Dolores Smith or Rosemary Di Giovanni

Ti : 6:15 till €, $18 per person

O ¢ | would like to host ( Soup/Salad ) or ( Entrée
O i 1 would like to help

O -1 would lik e to attend

Name # Attending

Phone $ Enclosed

IDonot mi ss this amazing tradition
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Neighborhood news

FALL ALERT! It is Time for
Seeding of Tall Fescue

By Grady Miller, Professor and Extension Specialist
North Carolina State University

Fall is the best time for renovation and seeding of cool-
season lawns. And with rainfall and cooler weather ex-
pected for this week in September, it makes for an ideal
time for fall renovation.

Remember that spring-established tall fescue is more
susceptible to drought, heat, fungal diseases, and weed
encroachment. With normal summer weather patterns,
spring seeding is not likely to result in a year-long stand of
healthy tall fescue. So do not delay, seed in the fall!

Optimum air temperatures for tall fescue germination
are 68 to 77°F and soil temperatures greater than 60°F. If
tall fescue is seeded in under less than ideal conditions
(too cool or no soil moisture), you may experience a thin
turf stand going into the winter. With the need for both
moisture and moderate temperatures, it is better to seed a
little early just in case we experience a cool and dry fall.

It is best to choose cultivars from the turffiles website
(http://turffiles.ncsu.edu)
has a list of cultivars. If you buy a tall fescue blend, try to
find one with at least one of the cultivars from the list of
recommended cultivars. These grasses were chosen be-
cause they produce a high quality turf in North Carolina
and have been shown to be less susceptible to brown
patch. Some like to mix in a little Kentucky bluegrass
(darker color and finer texture) or fine fescue (for shady
areas). Do NOT add ryegrass to the mix. A typical tall fes-
cue seeding rate is 5 to 6 pounds of seed per 1000 square
feet. Germination will normally be in 10 to 21 days with soil
moisture and suitable soil temperatures.

Before seeding core aerification is recommended to
reduce compacted areas. With rain expected over much of
NC the first week of September, the soil should be more
accepting to the core cultivation tines. Getting good soil to
seed contact is paramount to maximize available soil mois-
ture. The core aerification holes will capture seed and hold
moisture so the tall fescue seedlings often come up as a
tuft of turf from the aerification holes.

Follow normal tall fescue fertilization practices as out-
lined in Carolina Lawns available on the
www.turffiles.ncsu.edu website for free. The suggested
yearly nitrogen application is about 1.0 pound of nitrogen
fertilizer per 1000 square at seeding. Include phosphorus
and potassium fertilizers if soil tests indicate there is a
need. In the absence of a soil test, a 16-4-8 or similar N-P-
K ratio fertilizer may be used this spring. Before additional
fertilizer or lime is added, conduct a soil test (http://
www.ncagr.com/agronomi/sthome.htm).

To apply 1 pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet:
Divide 100 by the first number on the fertilizer bag to deter-
mine the amount of product to be used per 1,000 square
feet. Example: Using a 16-4-8 fertilizer, 100 divided by 16

equals 6.25, therefore, 6.25 pounds of fertilizer per 1,000
square feet will deliver 1 pound of nitrogen.

If irrigation is available, set your controller within cur-
rent water restrictions for your area. Irrigate early in the
morning to reduce water loss due to evaporation. In the
fall, ¥a to ¥ inch water per week of water (via rainfall or
irrigation) is generally
needs. To dial in your irrigation settings based on turfgrass
needs for your location, use the TIMS website available at
http://www.turffiles.ncsu.edu/tims.

Since seeds and seedlings may be damaged by some
herbicide applications, fall seeded tall fescue should not
have any herbicides applied until it is extensively tillered.

It is very important that tall fescue be maintained at the
proper mowing height to allow it to mature before winter
and to minimize weed incidence. Studies have shown that
a 3%2 mowing height provides the best growth condition
while minimizing disease incidence and weed encroach-
ment.

@ Fall is the time for harvesting apples. Taking the
® family out to the country to enjoy nature and the

cooler weather can be a great weekend event. The
® following are orchards within an easy drive of Char-
® lotte where you can pick your own apples:

@ Carrigan Farms :Located in Mooresville (in Iredell
County), Carrigan Farm offers apple picking, hay-
® rides, corn mazes and pumpkin patches.

: Windy Hill Orchard & Cider Mill _: Located in York,
® SC, the farm offers apple picking for $5 a bag. Call

803-684-0690 to find hour orchard hours. You can
@ 2lso schedule a private farm tour.

® , . .

@ J.H. Stepp's Farm Hillcrest Orchard: Located in Hen-

@ dersonville, NC (which is on the way to Asheville),

® the farm offers 22 varieties of pick your own apples
until mid November. There are also farm tours, rides,

z and a country store.

:I f youdbre interested i

@ duce you can pick for yourself, visit:

@ http://www.pickyourown.org/NCpiedmont.htm

=}

suf fi


http://www.carriganfarms.com/index.htm
http://www.carriganfarms.com/directions.htm
http://windyhillorchard.com/oscommerce-2.2ms2/catalog/pick.php
http://windyhillorchard.com/oscommerce-2.2ms2/catalog/directions.php
http://www.steppapples.com/index.htm
http://www.steppapples.com/stepp_farm_directions.htm
http://www.steppapples.com/stepp_farm_directions.htm

